MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO

4 A. Quorsum tandem aul cur ista quaeris?
M. Nihil sane, nisi ne nimis diligenter inquiras in
ea, quae isto inodo memoariae sint proditd.: &

- 4. Alqui multa quaeruntur in Mario fictanc un
veta sifit, et a non nullis, guod et in recenti memoria
¢t in Arpinati bomine versere, veritas'a tc posto-
latur, . _

M. Tt mehercule ego me cupio non mendacem
putari; sed tamen non aulli isti, Tite noster, faciunt 3
imperite, qui in isto periculo non ut & poéta, sed ut 3
a teste veritatem exigant; nec dubito quin idem et 3
cum Egeria conlocutum Nunam et ab aquila Tar- §
quinio apieém inpositum putent. _ _ _

5 @ Intellegn te, frater, alias in listoria leges 8
observandas putare, alias in poémate. - -

M. Quippe, cum in illa -omnial’ ad veritatem,
Quinte, referantur, in hoc ad delectationem pleraque;
quamquam et apud Herodotum, patrem historiae,
¢t apud Theopormpum sunt jnnumerablles fubulae.

11. A. Teneo quam optabam occasionem neque
omittam. ' ’

M. Quoam tandemw, Tite?

4. Postulutur a te jam diu vel flagitatur potius
historia. sfe enim putent, te illam tractante efliei
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1 gmuin supplied by Vahlen ; omitled in M8,

+ According to the tradition King Numa frequently et
the goddess Egeria in s sacred grove (Livy I, 21) ’
: Refors Tarquinivs Priscus beerne king, it wan said thak
an eagle whisked off hia cap, circleil about with land cries, (e
and then replaced it uu hia Eea,d, than prophesying his fniluia g
greatness (Livy I, 34). gE
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4. What is your purpose or reason for asking such
questions? . - .

M. None at all, except to keep you from inquir-
ing too eritically into traditions which are handed
down in that way. ' I

4. Yel Jieople ask, concerning many parts of the
« Murius,” whether they are fiction: or fact; nnd
certnin persons, since you are dealing with recent
events and.a.native of Arpinam, demand that you
stick ta Lhe truth. _ -

M. And 1 for my part lave no desite to be
thought to deal in falsahaod ; but all the sune, my
Jear Titus, these *certain persons’ whom you
mention display their ignorance by demanding in
such n matter the kind of truthfulness expected of
u witness in courl rather than af a poet. No donbt
these same peaple believe that. Numa talleed with
Mgerin,l and that the eap was placed on Tarquinius’
hiead by tha eagle!? o

Q. As I understad it, then, my dear brother,
you believe that different priticiples are to be
tallowed in history and in poetry. -

M. Cerluinly, Quintas s for in history the standard
by which everytling is judged is the truth, while in
poctry it s generally the pleasure one gives; haw-
erer, in the works of Hevodotus, the Father of
History, end in those of Theopompus, one finds
innumerable fabulous tales. .

11. 4. 1 now have an opportunity which I have
been wanting, and 1 shall not let it pass.

M. What do you mean, Titus?

A. There has long been = desive, or ralher a de-
maud, that you should write a history, For people
think that, it you entered that field, we wight rival
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p'o*sse,-u't:in hoe etiam: gencre Graeciae nihil ceda- g
mus.  abque ut audiag, quid ego ipse sentiam, nan :
solurfi mihi’ videris eorum studiis;, qui litterist de-
jectantur, sed etiam patriae debere ho¢. munus, ol
ea,; guae salva per te est, per te eundem sit orunta.
dest * enim historia litteris nostris, ut etipse intellego
et ex te'persnepe audio. : potes autem tu profecto
satis -facere in ex, quippe eum sit: opus;’ ut bt
quidc‘m vid;ri solet, unum hot _qi-at.i::ui:i,um' maxime
quam ob remt adgredere, quaesumus, ‘et sume ud
hape .rem . texopus, guag est postris hominib
adhuc aat ignorata aut relicta. nam post . annal
pontificumn maximorunt, quibus nihil - potest es
ieiunius, si aut ad Fabium aut ad eum, qui tl

semper in ore est, Catonem, aut ad Pisonem aut |
Fannium aut ad Venrionium venias, quathquas
his alius alio plus habet virium, tamen quid

exile quam isti ommnes? "Fanni autem aetati
{unctus Antipater paulo inflavit vehementins habu
gue vires agrestis flle quidem atque horridas sl
iitore ac palaestra, sed tamen admonerc reliqu
potuit ut adeurating scriberent. ecce antem sneg|
cerc huic belli: Clodins, Asellio; nihil ad Coel

sed potius ad antiguerum langnorem et insci :
nam quid Maernm pumeremn ? eniug loquacitas ha
aliquid srgutiarum, nec il tamen ex illa erodi

s guei litteris A H ; qui tuis litferis A7 1. o
2 dest Vallen; al st Aj @ te B; adest H ; abest in thed
mon rending. ' b
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Greece in this branch of liternture also. And te
give you my own opinion, it scems to me that you
owe this duty not merely to the desires of those
who take pleasure in literature, Lut also %o Your
country, in order that the land which you have
saved youmay also glorify. For our national litera-
ture is deficient in history, 8&s 1 realize myself and
as 1 frequently hear you 51y But you can certainly
fill this gap satisfactorily, since, as you at least have
always helieved,! this branch of literature is closer
than any other lo oratory. Therefore tnke op the
task, we heg ol you, and find the time for & duty
which has hitherto been either vverlooked or neg-
lected by our countr%'men. Fut after the annals of
the chief pontiffs, w rich are records of the driest
posstble character, when we come to Fabius, or to
Cato (whose name is always on your lips), of to
Piso, Fannius, or Vennouniils, a._lhhongh one of these
way display more vigour tlem another, yet what
could be more lifcless than the whole group?
Fannius contemporary, dntipater, to be sure, blew
a somewhat more forceful strain, and showed some
power, though of 2 rough and rustic character,
lacking in polish and the skill that comes from
training ; nevertheless he might have served as 8
witrning to bis Successurs thut they should take
greater pains with their writing. But 10 and behold,
his successors were those fine specimens, Clodius
and Asellio! These twe arc mab o be eompared
with Coelius, but rather with the feebleness and
clumsiness of our earlier historians. And why should
1 even mention Macer ? His long-winded style shows
indeed some little acumen (though borrowed not

1 Sea Ulicero, De Oralore 11, 62.
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Historia vevo testis temporum, ux veritatis, vita

memoriae, magistia vitae, nuntia vekustatiy, qua voee
alia, nisi oratoris, immortalitati commendatur 3 Nam :
si qua cst s alia, quae verhorum aut faciendorum -
aut legendorum scientiam profiteatur ; ant Fi quis
guam dicitur nisi oratar formare orationem camqu
variare et distinguere quasi quibusdam verhorn
genlentiarurngue insignibus ; aut si via ulla, nisi aby
hae uns arte, traditur, aut argumentorum, aut &en-
tentiarum, aut denigue discriptionis atyue ardinig,
fateamur aut hoe, quod hace ars profiteatur, alienuny

o .8
a7 esee nut eum aliqua alia arte esse commune. Sed &

in hac una est ea ratio atque doctrina, non, si yui
aliarum arfium bene Jocuti sunt, eo minus id st
huius uniug proprinm; sed, ut orator de eis rebu__'_s

quae ceterarura artium sunt, s modo eas cognovl

(ut heri Crassus diccbat), optime potest dicere, sl

ceterarum artimn homines ornatins illa sua dicant, 2
38 quid ah hac arte didicerunt. Neque enimsi de 1'usti.(r!
rebus agricola quispiam, ant cliam, id qued muly
mediens de morbis, aut de pingendo pictor aliqu
dicerte dixerit aul seripserit, idcirco illius nrtis p

tanda est eloguentia : in qua quia vis magna esh

—

¢ fneignia ure the * purple patches’ of Hovace, .1 15-104
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“ And as History,which hears wituess o the passing
of the ages, sheds light upon reality, gives life La
recollection and guidance Lo human existence, and
brings tdings of ancient days, whose voice, but the
oralor’s, can entrust her to immortality > Tor if
theve he any other art, which pretends to skilk in the
cuinage and choice of language, or iIf it be cluimed
far anyone but the orator that he gives shape and
variety lo a speech, and marks it cut with® high
lights of thought and phrase, ov il any method b
taught, except by this single art, for producing proofs
e reflections, or even in the distribution and arraug-
ment of subject-matter, then let us admit that the
skill professed by this art of oure either Lielongs really
to sone other art, or is shared in common with some
T other,  Whereas, if all reasoning and all teachitg

really beloug to this one art along, then, even though

professors of other arls have expressed themselves
vilh success, it docs nat therefore follow that snch
instruetion i& not the monopoly of this single art}
hut {as Urassuos was saying vusterday) just ay the
aralor is best gualified to disenss the subjeets per-
bainii to the other arls, assiming abways that he
hins ;u-quuilﬂ‘.cd himeelf with t]lL'lTl,. so the masters
of the other arts exponnd their own topics with
_the better grave, it they have learned soneething
2 from the art with which we are dealing.
though some
with address

oy even
farmer may have written ov spoken
upon counfry matters ar perhaps a
midical man upou pathelogy, as many have done,
“rop painter upan painting, it does not thercefure
b that clogquence belons to the particelar
art, the truth being that in the art of spenking, by
renson of the vast euergy inherent in human intelli:

Qo




W{?ﬂm&-;w:wga« eo

CICEROD

Nihil sane, nquit.

Jdicendis, quasi in arte tradere ?
Catulus, necesse et

46 XL Quid ? si quad sacpc summis
mandata sint exponenda, aut jn senatu ab imper:

aul ad ijmperatorem.

vivig wccidik

tore, aut ad regem, ant ad:

jpopulum oliquem A senati, num guia geuert ora’
\ eingmodi causis accuratiore est ulendum
tiam haee causarum pumeranda videtur

Minime vera

tionis i1
ideirco pavs ¢
ant pmpriis praeceptis instruenda ?
1 enim deerit homini diserto 3o

inguit Catulus: no
ex ceteris rebus et causis

ejusmodi rebus facultas,
illa, quac saepc diserte agenyds
ante cum eloquenti
neque habent s

comparati.

Ergo ilem, inyguit,
sunt, et rnac cgo paulo
Jaudarem  dixi oratoris ©ssC,
Jecum ullum in divisione partium, neque cert
praf‘ceptm‘um genus, ct, agenﬂa syunt uon min
dicerte, quam quae in Hte diewmtur, obinrgatio, J
hertalio, conselativ @ quorum nihil est, quod iﬁ
sumuna dicendi ornamenta desideret; sed ex ar
praecepta non quacrunt.

iy

res istae Plane, i

Catalns, assentior.

Age vero, inguit Antonius,
quanti heminis in dicendo, putas csse, histo
#  8i, ut Graecl scripserunt,

seribere !
Catulus ; t nostri, nilil opus est oralove i,

51 qualis oratorig

summi, g

si,
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sphere of the art? " Catulus answered, * There is
no need whatever to do s0.” ’

X1l “ And what if (as often happens to the most nordo
vxalted personages) nessages have to he communi- el
eated from a general at a mecting of the Senate, or Hrpsie
(':rEl\‘E‘}'Cd from the Senate to a general or to ;mv
prinee ov natiov > Becausc, on occasions of Lhis sart, -

a slyle of diction more clabarate than the ordinar
has to h‘e employed, does it therefore seem ta fnl]mj:r
t}'m1‘. this type of speaking should be accounted a
Hiakinet department of oratorical activity, or should
be fitted out with its own peculiax rules?” Why
uf conrse not,” returned Catulus, * since the ability
:n_':-‘{u‘n‘ml by & ready speaker, from the lreatment
of his other subjects and topics, will not fail him
in situations of that deseription.”

.And so," continued Antonins, * those matters
which often demand fluent exprescion, and which Jmt
nr;n.\',‘ in my praise of elaquence, I ssservted to 'l.)e
within the part of the orator, lave na special place in
the formal Wlnssification of the branches of vhetoric
1;~::‘J:m_v l)ll}‘til:‘l.ll-‘ll‘ codt‘:.of rules, and vet they mus'é
Ii(-p-j:“[ldl(‘d quite as s.luli'ull}‘ as arguments ‘nt the
l!;(: ‘r.-;u'ﬂm s{rgeqkuw of rebuke, c.n.rmwngcmenr, and
g ing of comfork, r-:nch of .whwh topies calls for
. l_I?P.st. graces of diction, while sneh subjects ask v

valireetions from theory.” T am in complete -
agreement with you,” said Catulus.

o “1:'[:'." further,” proveeded Antonius, * what elass
-f|L1'|1]'Fl.m."m"] how _grent a master of language is
”"Ecl ;l.d..;_r‘t your opinion, to write history 2" If
‘-‘muh“- write as the Greeks have written,” answered
o 15, ' a wan of supreme ahility is required : if
s slandard 1s to be that of our own fellow-o

ountry-
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52 scriptitarunt, ut noster Cato,ut
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$3 Maximi nominantar. Han
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est, non csse mendacem. Atqui, ne nostres cons

ternas, inquit Antonius, Gracei quoque sic initiof
Pictor, ut Piso. Eral
a pihil aliud nisi annalium confeetio, cuiusy
jue publicae retinendae  causa, B
1anarum usque ad P. bMucium ponti
168 Oomnes singulorum annory 7

enim histori
rei, memoriaeg
initio rerum Ron
ficein maximum,
mandabal litteris pont
album, et propenebat t

esset populo cngnuscendi,

ifex maximus, referebataue.
abulem doml, potestas
hique etiam punc Aopnal
¢ similitudinem seribex

. - . K 3 13
multi secuti sunt, qui smce ullis ornamentis mon

menta solum temporui, hoypinum, focorum B
tarumqite rerun religuerunt. Tiaque qualis ap
Craccos Pherecydes, Hellanicus, Acusilas fuit, alitq
permulti, talis noster Cato, et Pictor, et Piso,
neque tenent, quibus rebus ornetur oratio—ri
enim hue iska sunk smportate,—et, dum intellegh
quid dicant, wnam dicendi landem  putant - €
Paulum se erexit, et addidit histo

64 Lrevitatem.
Crasst famil

maijorem sonum voeis Y
non

ir aptimus,

Antipater @ cetrri exurnatorces rerum,
tantummodo narratores fuerunt. '

X111, Est, inquit Catulus, ut dicis, Sed iste
Coelius neque Jdistinxit historiam varietale lo

necue verbornm collneativue et tractu oratio
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Jnen, no oralor at all ix needed ; it is enengh that
Ihe man should not be a liae,”  * Dut nm-nrthplew' "
rejeined Antonies, “(and [ say this, that. voﬁ m: g
et think lightly of our own folk) the Greeks tlle;xtj—
selves alsa used to wiite, in the beginning Just like
3 aur Cato, Picior and Piso.  For listory ]J;gﬂ;‘l as a
Were compilation of annals, vn which account, and
in n?'(‘(_‘.l‘ to preserve the gencral traditions, from the
carliesl period of the Cily down to the ponlificate of
Publius Mueins, cach High Priest used to commit to
writing all the events of s year of oflive, and 1'cc51'd
them on a white surface, and post up the tablet at his
hewse, that all men might have liherty to acquaint
Hiomeelves therewitl, and to this day these rec;rdq
# are kuown as the Pontifieal Chronicles. A simil'zlr
stvle of writing has been adopted by many whe witi\—
oui any rhetorical ernament, have Jeft lw_hindl them
bare records of dates, persanalities, places and events
In 1his sense Pherceydes, Hellanicus, Acusilas :'m.ti
venr many others among the Grecks, unrrespor’ld to
aur awn Cato, Pictor and Piso, who du oot undevstand
;']1:- adornment of camposition—sinee it is only of
i.l-r_’ t!afﬂ: decaration of that sort has heen brought
nto this country—and, so long as their nareative is
" :i[::.]x[l:-l:simld" rr‘.gar@ congiseness as the historian’s
l-:l":lll_r.r.‘rmnl: {\111'113:&91‘,. an u.-.hnirul_rlc man and a
o viend of I(,rnslaus, 1‘.'!13{'.[! his erest a little higher,
. '_”'paﬂ."\d to h.istnr}' n richer tone : the rest did
b cmbiellish their facts, but were chroniclers and

I1r||.]|§'|‘|lg%- mare,”’ ‘
t\'i‘r.”?d " It.is as ;,'on_sny,"’ eejoined Catulug, ' But
i :\ o 1?1-1[_-“.;.[ Coelius dld’ not set off lis narralive
o Any !'h\'r_-l“;li'.y n'f reflections, or give fuish to his
i work by his marshalling of words and a
237




candum ancupans, horum libros et pontullos alios

onis cuusa, cum est otium, leger
<t, fatebor, aliquid tamen: 1t, cum in
aliam oh causan ambulem

n istos librogs

sed delectati
60 Quid ergo? B
sole ambnlem, ctiamsi
i natura tamen, nt colover: sie, ¢
2d Misenum (nam Tomae vix licet)
m tactu orationem meam quasi;

etudiovins le
perim, sentio illoru
Ged ne latius hne vobis patere vidcatu
aecis intellego, quac ipsiy q"
Jn philosophe

liaee duntaxat in Gr
61 scripserunt, voluerunt vulgo intellegi.
deceptus indicibus libro:

de rebus notis et iflustrib
de honestate, de voluptaig
: ita sunt ar:gustﬂs

vestros s quando incidi,
quod sunt fere inseripti
de virtute, de iustitia,
verbum prorsus nullum intcllega
coneisis disputationibus illigati.

scutos, non conor attingeve © CIig :

Taetas omning, Ju

alia quadam lingua ]
his me (ut dixi) cblecto, qui res gestas, aul yui
tiones scripsertint suas. aul qui ita loquuntu?
ur voluisse nobis, (ui non sumus
Sed illue redeo.

idetiene, quantun munus sit orator

esce fumniliares.

toria? Haud scio, av Aumine orationis et var
aximmm. Megue tamen eam reperi
, instrvelam thetorum praeceptis:

enim ante oculos. Nawm quis nescit, primam

DE ORATORFE, 11, xiv. 53G—xv. 62

plu::.ls_,ure, that I make a habit, wlen I have time, of
l-t-.ndmg' the works of these authors and a few more.
T w%mt Jrurpose then f Well, I will own to sumne
henefit : just as, when walking in the sunshine
though perhaps taking the stroll for a diﬂ'ereut'
reason, the natral result iz that I get sunburnt,
vien so, after perusing those bouks rather closely
at Mizenum (having httle chance in Rome), I find
that under their influence my diseourse takes on
what 1 may eall a new cnmp]n:\'inn. However .——not
to let vou think this elaim too extravagant- 1 1'|nder-
stand 1o more of Greek literature than its authors
themeelves intended to be understood by the multi;
‘ndde,  Whenever I light upon yonr philoesophers
eheated by the titles of their baoks, which colmﬁonlyf
1'.v.-|lr headings descriptive of well-known and obvious
ubjeels, such as virtue, justice, integrity or pleasure
L do not comprehend a single word, o 11mxtricubh-,
are they entangled in closely reasoned and con-
dinsed Qialectic.  Yeonr poets, speaking as they do
an altogether different tongue, I do not attempt to
limdle at all: 1 divert m’_yself (as 1 said) in the
cumpany of those who have written the story of
events, or specches delivered hy themselves, or
whue glyle suggests their wish to be uccessibl; to
us men of no very profound learning.  But I rettrn
. Te: ny argument.
rn'-?;\-: ]" Ilfa you sce hmi'_ grcztt a responsibility e The ey
fu:- f;».- s in ]lL‘SiEUl‘IC{!' \\'l‘lhl_lg'? 1 vather think that csntai
“m‘.}n._-m,-y and t]‘li'E'i'F.I[’}'" of diction it comes first. ¥et ') }'f
d(\]-,m-ﬁ do .I fu_'ld this art supplied with any in- Ritlory,
“;] :“]dp“t- direotions from the rhictoricians ; indeed
knn-.lvl os lie open to the siew. Tor wha dues vt

e history's first law to be that an author must
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historiae legem, ne quid falsi diceve audeat ? Deinde
ne quid veri non audcat? Ne qua suspicio gratiae
Ne qua simultatis ? Haec seilicct

cit in scribendo ?
autem exaedi

fundementa nota sunt omnibns : ipsa
ficatio posite est in rebus et verbis.
temporum desiderat, regiontm descrip?
vult etinm, quoniam in rebus magnis I :
deinfie acta, poste

6

S

G

T

RKerum ratioy

ordinem
tionem ;
maoriaque dignis consilia primmum,
eventus expectentur, et de consiliis significari qu:L
scriptor probet, et in rebus gestis declarari, non sol

quid actom aut dictum sit, scd etiam gquomodu 3

cnm de eventu dicatur, nt causae esplicentur omne;

vel casus, vel sapientiae, vel temeritatis, hominum
\ipsorum non solum res gestae, sed etiam, qui
execllant, dc cuiusque vita atque nat
ct genus orationis fusm ai

ac nomine
g4 Verborum autcu ratio
Iractum, et cum lenitate quadam aequabili proﬂ
et sine sententia

f

—

cine bac fudiciall asperitate,
aculeis pcrsequmidum est.
videtisne ulla esse pruaece

forensium
tantarumeue reraen
fjuac in artibus thelorum reperiantur ?

In endem silentio multa alia crulorum officia ig'
runt, cohortationes, consolationes, pruece.p:hi.'
monita : quae {ractanda sunt omunia disertis
sed Tocum sumn in his artibus, quac traditae

Atguein hue genere iMa quudqi s

65 habent nullum.
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nesl darve to tell anything but the truth?  And its
«weond that he must make bold to tell the whole
{ruth? That Lhere must be no suggestion of par-
j--.‘nhty anywhere in his writings ? Nor of malice ?
I'his gruundwm'k of course is familiay to every ovue
the completed struclure however rests u}n;n thr:
Jory and the diction,  The nature of the suhjecf
needs ehronclogienl arrangement and geographical
rvl:n:csultal'iun-. and since, in reading of importunt
aiftirs worth recarding, the plans of campaign, the
croeutive actions and the rvesnlts are successively
lkeed for, it calls also, as regards snch plans, for
Lo intimation of what the writer approves and
in the nerrative of achicvement, not «m]y for a ;_-'l-I.LLE-i
mlr:ntof what was done or said, but also of the inanner
of ifaing or saying it and, in the estiinate of conse-
(aences, for an exposition of all contributory cawses
\s'hr-l_hcr originating in accident, diseretion or f'uo!:
hardiness ; and, as for the individunl actors, besides
an aceonnt of their explaits, it demands particulars of
the Jives and ehuracters of such as are outstanding
in yenown and digniky.  Then again the kind of lan-
wiure ;1]1(1 t}'l]e of St}'lc v be ft’)“l’)\\'&d are thL‘ casy
fmr_l the flowing, shich run thebr course with unyary-
ll]tg current and a certain placidity, avoiding alike
;GTI;I?QEILs;}iu:::]t:ve 111;9. iln E;}lu;}t1 and the advacate's
impu_:rtuntlpg'ints -’('ln }'Olzloc?bwrv!‘ :flitl'\\lm}e{'ous _ﬂnd
are tn be found i the rhet ricians’ syst 1:} T\:rectlons
v 3 in the rhetoricians” syslemns
, ‘In a like silence have languished many other
‘-I [“::'h‘- of the orator, those of encouraging, eomfarting, Mimes
g wd i, e
RNRSRARAE i g d 3T ix u‘.ﬁ'n in t 1r:se
propounded.  In this region aiso
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