Linguistica generale (m) 2011-‘12

Materiali 2

‘Frase’, ‘proposizione’, ‘enunciato’

A PROPOSITION is that part of the meaning of the utterance of a declarative sentence which describes some state of affairs. The state of affairs typically involves persons or things referred to by expressions in the sentence. In uttering a declarative sentence a speaker typically asserts a proposition [Hurford, J. R. and Heasley, B., Semantics — A course book, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1984: 19].
Propositions, unlike sentences, cannot be said to belong to any particular language. Sentences in different languages can correspond to the same proposition, if the two sentences are perfect translations of each other [Hurford and Heasley, 1984: 21-22]. For example, English I’am cold, French J’ai froid, German Mir ist kalt and Vietnamese Toâi laïnh can, to the extent to which they are perfect translations of each other, be said to correspond to the same proposition.
An UTTERANCE is the USE by a particular speaker, on a particular occasion, for a particular purpose, of a piece of language, such as a sequence of sentences, or a single phrase, or even a single word [Hurford and Heasley, 1984: 15].
A SENTENCE is neither a physical event nor a physical object. It is conceived abstractly, a string of words put together by the grammatical rules of a language. A sentence can be thought of as the IDEAL string of words behind various realizations in utterances and inscriptions [Hurford and Heasley,1984: 16].
